
Ecological site group DX035X02EESG18
Arizona Strip - Ustic Aridic - Limestone or Loamy Upland Blackbrush
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Accessed: 04/19/2024

Key Characteristics
Arizona Strip (E)
Site parent material is limestone or loamy.
Soils are ustic aridic, or precipitation is within the range of 10 to 14 inches.
Site is and/or located in an upland with slopes <15%.

Physiography

Climate

Soil features

Vegetation dynamics

Major Land Resource Area

Subclasses
R035XC304AZ–Loamy Upland 10-14" p.z. Cindery
R035XC311AZ–Limy Upland 10-14" p.z.
R035XC313AZ–Loamy Upland 10-14" p.z.
R035XC319AZ–Limestone/Sandstone Upland 10-14" p.z.

Correlated Map Unit Components

Provisional. A provisional ecological site description has undergone quality control and quality assurance review. It
contains a working state and transition model and enough information to identify the ecological site.

Site is and/or located in an upland with slopes <15%. Aspects tend toward northeast except along escarpments.

Site soils are ustic aridic or within a 10-14" precipitation zone. Precipitation comes monsoonal patterns during
months of July, August, and September, and is supplemented by winter storm patterns from November through
March.

Parent material is limestone. Soils are loamy. Site consists of limited amounts of gently sloping sheet alluvial or
eolian deposits over residuum of plateaus and structural benches.

Site is primarily made of mid and short grasses with a moderate percentage of shrubs with lesser amounts of forbs.
There is a mixture of both cool and warm season grasses and half-shrubs

Plants most likely to invade on this site are big sagebrush, snakeweed, rabbitbrush, juniper and annuals.

MLRA 035X
Colorado Plateau

22338429, 22338449, 22338492, 22338523, 22338529, 22338527, 22338535, 22338537, 22338544, 22338578,

https://edit.jornada.nmsu.edu/catalogs/esg/035X
https://edit.jornada.nmsu.edu/catalogs/esd/035X/R035XC304AZ
https://edit.jornada.nmsu.edu/catalogs/esd/035X/R035XC311AZ
https://edit.jornada.nmsu.edu/catalogs/esd/035X/R035XC313AZ
https://edit.jornada.nmsu.edu/catalogs/esd/035X/R035XC319AZ


Stage

Contributors

22338608, 22340905, 22340914, 22340917, 22340938, 22340937, 22341612, 22340965, 22340966, 22340969,
22340968, 22340973, 22341616, 22340974, 22340982, 22340985, 22340986, 22340988, 22341008, 22340790,
22340807, 22340808, 22341614, 22341618, 22340884, 22395176, 22395056, 22395160, 22395159

Provisional

Curtis Talbot

State and transition model
Ecosystem states

State 1 submodel, plant communities

State 2 submodel, plant communities

T1A

R2A

1. 1 Reference State 2. 2 Sagebrush State

1.1A

1.2A

1.1. 1.1 Reference
Plant Community

1.2. 1.2 Mixed
Shrubland with
Grass/Forb

2.1. 2.1 Sagebrush
Dominated Overstory

State 1
1 Reference State

Community 1.1
1.1 Reference Plant Community

Community 1.2
1.2 Mixed Shrubland with Grass/Forb

Site is primarily made of mid and short grasses with a moderate percentage of shrubs with lesser amounts of forbs.
There is a mixture of both cool and warm season grasses and half-shrubs Plants most likely to invade on this site
are big sagebrush, snakeweed, rabbitbrush, juniper and annuals.

Site has an increase of large and half shrubs, especially snakeweed and rabbitbrush. Forbs have also increased,
especially annual forbs. There is a decline in perennial grasses. The plant community is mix of large and half
shrubs and perennial grasses. There is decline of cool season grasses and a increase of warm season grasses and
annual forbs. Common shrubs are Wyoming big sagebrush, snakeweed, rabbitbrush. Blue grama, galleta, Indian
ricegrass, squirreltail, and sand dropseed are the common grasses and western wheatgrass/muttongrass may be
present but is greatly reduced.

https://edit.jornada.nmsu.edu/catalogs/esg/035X/DX035X02EESG18#state-1-bm
https://edit.jornada.nmsu.edu/catalogs/esg/035X/DX035X02EESG18#state-2-bm
https://edit.jornada.nmsu.edu/catalogs/esg/035X/DX035X02EESG18#community-1-1-bm
https://edit.jornada.nmsu.edu/catalogs/esg/035X/DX035X02EESG18#community-1-2-bm
https://edit.jornada.nmsu.edu/catalogs/esg/035X/DX035X02EESG18#community-2-1-bm


Pathway 1.1A
Community 1.1 to 1.2

Pathway 1.2A
Community 1.2 to 1.1

State 2
2 Sagebrush State

Community 2.1
2.1 Sagebrush Dominated Overstory

Transition T1A
State 1 to 2

Restoration pathway R2A
State 2 to 1

Repetitive, high utilization of palatable grass species have given shrubs a competitive advantage.

A disturbance such as fire to set the shrubs back along with improved grazing management to increase palatable
grass species.

This state is characterized by a canopy dominated by sagebrush with rabbitbrush and snakeweed. The understory
is a mix of warm and cool season grasses along with annuals forbs. There may be scattered trees at higher
elevations.

This plant community is characterized by a dominance of Wyoming big sagebrush with scattered
snakeweed/rabbitbrush. Understory is scattered with perennial snakeweed and annual forbs. This plant community
has a small percentage of introduced exotics that are established in the understory. This plant community may also
have scattered junipers.

Long-term repetitive, high utilization of palatable species decreases grass species and gives shrubs a competitive
advantage.

A disturbance such as fire to set the shrubs back along with improved grazing management to increase palatable
grass species. Soil, plant, and hydrologic health must be restored.
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